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Lally/Valentine Finish 2nd at Homestead-Miami Speedway
Homestead, FL. (March 24, 2007) — The #66 CRG Karts/TRG Porsche 911 GT3 of RJ
Valentine and Andy Lally scored a season-best 2nd place today, finishing less than one
second behind the winning Mazda RX-8 of Sylvain Tremblay and Nick Ham. In doing
so, TRG extended its podium streak at Homestead to 8 races. Winners at Homestead
in 2004, 2005 and 2006, TRG’s repeated success at Homestead in 2007 means the
team has finished on the podium in 26 of the past 27 Grand-Am races.
In a race that saw nine caution periods, TRG made excellent pit strategy calls to keep
in touch with the faster Mazda, and Lally drove a typically brilliant closing stint,
swapping the lead back and forth in the closing minutes of the race. 2007 has seen
the regular emergence of the Mazda leading the field, adding competitive pressure to
the Porsches, Pontiacs and BMWs, Mustangs and Nissan 350Zs that comprise the GT
class. Unfortunately for the rest of the field, Mazda has been granted a 300lb. weight
advantage, allowing the cars to out-sprint the competition on long straights.

Valentine said, “Our car ran like a German clock and was there along with the best
crew in the business and Kevin and Lars made great strategic calls. Who’d have
thought there would be nine yellow flags today? Andy almost closed the deal there;
he’s an amazing driver and a great teammate.”
He continued, “Homestead’s a tricky little course. Just like at Daytona, we run partly
on the banked oval and partly on the infield road course. The CRG Karts Porsche has
excellent handling capabilities, so we were able to beat the Mazda through the twisty
stuff, but in a straight line on the banking, the lower weight gave them a speed
advantage. Our next race is on a classic road course at Virginia International
Speedway, which ought to play to the strengths of the Porsche.”
Team owner Kevin Buckler said, “RJ and Andy did an absolutely fantastic job. We
couldn’t have expected anything better given the conditions; the drivers were fantastic,
the pit stops and the strategy were perfect. We’re clearly down on power to the
Mazda, even though we have them outgunned in handling. There’s just no way to win
at a 300lb. weight disadvantage.”
Lally said, "We had a really good car and by far the best Porsche in the field, hands
down," Lally added. "We did a decent job with it. We came up just a little bit short, and
that's a little bit disappointing. I wish we had a little more for those guys at the end, but
I don't think we could have planned out the race any better than we did."
The Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car Series races next at Virginia International Raceway
on April 28, 2007, in the first split race for the GT and DP classes. Television coverage
will be on Speed.
###
Sponsors of the #66 CRG Karts/TRG Porsche 997 GT3 include CRG Karts,
ArrayWorks Software, SSC East and MBA Group. CRG is one of the world’s leading
designers and manufacturers of kart chassis. Considered by many as the “Ferrari of
Karting”, CRG drivers are consistently on the podium throughout the U.S. and the
world. This Italian company is widely recognized for innovative design and advanced
features. CRG Karts are exclusively imported in the Eastern U.S. by SSC East.
ArrayWorks is a leading developer of business management software. Its’ software
platform, Intertask, offers a unique set of web-enabled business management tools
which are fully configurable to fit any company’s business processes. Intertask

automates any process from business development/sales, product delivery and
customer service, to HR, staff management, job evaluation and financial analysis.
Reducing cost, improving performance and generating bottom-line success. For more
information, visit www.arrayworks.com.
The MBA Group is a holding company operating 18 businesses in a multitude of
different industries. It builds highly successful companies by recognizing innovative
ideas with huge market potential, employing breakthrough marketing techniques and
outworking the competition. The MBA Group has cultivated a reputation for developing
the first business in a category, growing the market and maximizing the return on
investment. Headquartered in Braintree, Massachusetts, it has owned and operated
businesses in such diverse industries as insurance, high technology, real estate,
financial services, oil and gas, corporate investigative services, motor sports and
corporate entertainment. For more information, visit www.mbagroup.com.
###
To learn more about Valentine and his businesses, visit:
F1 Boston, America's premier karting and entertainment center ― http://www.f1boston.com F1
Outdoor ― http://www.f1outdoor.com
Kiss Barriers ― http://www.kissbarriers.com
National Financial Partners ― http://www.nfp.com
Racing Means Business ― http://www.racingmeansbusiness.com
ShotSpotter RJ ― http://www.ShotSpotter.com
Enforsys ― http://www.Enforsys.com
Valentine’s personal website ― http://www.RJValentine.com
To learn more about TRG and the Porsche GTR3s, visit:
http://www.theracersgroup.com

For the latest racing news, visit:
http://www.grandamerican.com

